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D r. William P. Webster was born in Mt. Airy, N.C. April 26, 1930. He retired in

1991 as Professor Emeritus in the schools of Dentistry and Medicine at the
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, N.C. He had been a resident of Punta

Gorda since 2001. He was a master farmer, an inveterate optimist, and a lover of

offshore sailing. Phil was a teacher, practitioner and researcher. Phil is survived by his
loving wife, R. Ellen Brown; his twin brother, Dr. Paul D. Webster III; paternal half

sister, Paula Graham; four sons, Chris G., Mark A., Ronnie M., and Phil; 12
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his

parents, Paul D. and Edith Gilbert Webster; and his first wife Marlene Martin

Webster. A celebration of his life will be held at a future time in the Chapel Hill area.
Gifts in memory of William P. Webster can be made to the Medical Foundation of

North Carolina, Inc., Attn: Brock Matthews, Director of Development, 880 Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd., CB#7565, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. Please write "UNC

Hemophilia Treatment Center Fund" in the memo line and Phil's name.

Arrangements are by Royal Palm Memorial Gardens of Punta Gorda.
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WH William  Hairfield posted:

Memories of Dr. William P. WebsterI stumbled across an excellent historical review of blood

coagulation today (The waterfall-cascade and autoprothrombin hypothesis of blood coagulation.

C. Hougie, J Thromb Haemost 2004; 2: 1225-33), which strongly stimulated my memories of Dr.

Webster. He contributed significantly to hemostasis research conducted at Chapel Hill. I was a

hospital dental resident from 1980-1982 and chief resident 1982-1983, where he was professor

and senior attending. I have far too many fond and funny memories to share; however, I would like

to share a few perceptions that I hold to this day. He always assumed responsibility for all

patients wholeheartedly and straight on. Which was shocking to me coming straight from dental

school, where faculty from one department were unwilling to converse face-to-face with faculty

from another department, in front of the dental student, to arrive at a consensus that would be

best for the patient. Perhaps such face-to-face problem solving was too inconvenient; however,

after several such experiences I concluded that the faculty members were too fearful that the

consensus made might not be the best for "dentistry itself" or "dental education type dentistry" in

front of the dental student. Dr. Webster would have none of that, consultations across all

specialties in the hospital were made face-to-face. He appeared fearless yet deeply concerned

about the welfare of all patients as if they were family. He could crush a lowly resident in an

instant with his terrifying memory and command of medicine, but I never saw him do that, instead

he would assign confidence building experiences, point out any mistakes made, and provide

much needed support and reinforcement during these "resident trembling" experiences. I can still

hear his laugh, usually daily, reverberating among the hallways of the medical center. His

expectations were very high, he was not afraid to show disappointment in one's performance

where he knew a better outcome was certainly possible. He was a role model and a trustworthy

friend, and I am a far better person by having worked alongside him.We all miss you Dr.

Webster.Sincerely,Mike Hairfield, resident 1980-1983

October 18 at 7:31 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring William by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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